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Introduction
Stingrays of the family Potamotrygonidae Garman, 1877 are exclusive to South American freshwaters (Thorson et al., 1978; Carvalho et al., 2003; Rosa et al., 2010) . Monophyly of the family is well corroborated by several characters, most evidently by the presence of a median elongated prepelvic process on the pelvic girdle, as well as morphological and physiological adaptations related to their presence in freshwater environments (Garman, 1913; Thorson et al., 1978; Rosa, 1985; Carvalho et al., 2003) . , 1987; Carvalho & Ragno, 2011) , and Potamotrygon, the most diverse genus, includes more than 20 valid species (Carvalho et al., 2003 (Carvalho et al., , 2011 Silva & Carvalho, 2011a, b; Loboda & Carvalho, 2013; Fontenelle et al., 2014) . The identification of potamotrygonid species is largely based on dorsal color pattern. However, intraspecific variation in dorsal coloration has been observed for species with widespread distributions (e.g. P. motoro and P. orbignyi), and even for species endemic to single river basins (e.g. Potamotrygon henlei in the Tocantins River basin, P. leopoldi in the Xingu River). Additionally, the identification of several species based only on dorsal disc color is frequently misleading (summary in Carvalho et al., 2003) . Even with the recent publication of thorough systematic works (e.g. Carvalho et al., 2011; Silva & Carvalho, 2011a, b; Carvalho & Ragno, 2011; Loboda & 
